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This talk is a personal memory of working with Ted Happold and Ian Liddell at Ove Arup in 
London on the design and structural analysis of Frei Otto’s Mannheim Multihalle. Not much 
has changed in the intervening years, except that computers are much cheaper and more pow-
erful.

Fortunately the design and construction is well documented in the Institut für leichte Flächen-
tragwerke publication IL 13: Multihalle Mannheim and in E. Happold and W.I. Liddell, Tim-
ber Lattice Roof for the Mannheim Bundesgartenschau, The Structural Engineer, March 1975, 
No. 3, Volume 53 (1975).
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